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retained its heritage while enjoying a new lease of life in a land still struggling to shake off the
shadow of history. SAN PEDRO, Colombia — A newly built bridge across the Atrato River in
Colombia has been festooned with giant painted horses in order to inspire the 200 original
inhabitants to fly their national flag from its heights. The livestock bridge, situated in the
Colombian village of San Pedro, has maintained the character of the historic settlement – while
enjoying a new lease of life in a land that is still struggling to shake off the shadow of history.
The project, which is part of the Americas Development Bank’s (ADB) Social Development
Project in Colombia, was a joint effort between the ADB and the local government of San
Pedro. But the celebrations of the opening of the bridge – with all the infrastructural additions
to the community in tow – have been muted by the stunning new scenery that was intended to
open their eyes to a new world. In their absence, a unique legacy remains – the horse painting
that adorns the bridge, the color of Colombia’s national flag and its historical significance to the
inhabitants of the village. The massive painting, which runs along the length of the span, is a
new concept for the community and it draws inspiration from the work of their traditional
artists who paint the village in colorful patterns, known as ‘fandangos,’ on the walls of their
homes. “This painting is a new contribution to the community. It was born from the desire to
bring a little piece of modernity to San Pedro,” said Fernando López, executive director of the
ADB’s Social Development Project. As part of the bridge, López said the next project was to
build a new public school for the community of 1,000 people. Although the residents of San
Pedro speak Quechua, a language of the Quechuan indigenous group, and Paez, a kind of
indigenous language, the majority of them also speak Spanish, López said. The presence of this
cultural bridge in San Pedro, which is located on a major route that connects the capital of
Bogotá to the southeastern Pacific
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